
 

 

30 August 2026  

Martyrs of New Guinea 

(This week’s service times within)  

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or the sword? No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
(Romans 8.35, 37) 

  
Detail of the stained-glass window dedicated to May Hayman at 

 St John’s Anglican Church, Canberra –  

dedicated by Bishop Burgmann in 1949 

St John’s exists to bear public witness to Jesus Christ,  

the source of life.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Living God, 

you made your Church to grow 
through the zeal, courage, 

and unflinching witness of your servants 
martyred in New Guinea: 

give to us and all your people 
such steadfast faith in your good purposes 

that we may serve faithfully 
wherever you have stationed us; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

IMPORTANT NOTICES  

New Guinea Martyrs. Today we celebrate the witness of the New 
Guinea Martyrs, including twelve Anglicans, who died in 1942-3 during 
the Japanese invasion and occupation of the country now known as 
Papua New Guinea. Nurse May Hayman, a St John’s parishioner, was 
among their number.  

In commemoration of this bond, the Anglican Board of Mission 
continues to fund educational and leadership initiatives in PNG. To 
support this work, see the donation forms at the back of the church (on 
the donations box), or visit www.abmission.org/resources/martyrs-
resources/ 

Youth and Young Adults Camp BBQ. Today, the Youth and Young 
Adults group is providing a scrumptious BBQ after the 9.30am service 
on the deck outside the Robertson Room. Your donation for a sausage or 
two, will help people attend the November Camp by bringing costs down. 
(See also page 7.) 

St John’s @ Floriade 2026. St John's will once again participate in 
Floriade on Saturday 12 September 2pm - 4pm in an event entitled 
'Sounds of a Floriade Spring'. Visitors will be invited to explore the 
church, schoolhouse and grounds while the sound of the bells echo over 
Canberra. Donations on the day will go to St John's Care. Please share 
this important community outreach with family and friends. 

CMS Japan missionary visit to St John’s: looking for 
accommodation 14-20 September. Church Mission Society 
missionary to Japan, Nathan Clapham and his family, are visiting 
Canberra from 14-20 September. Nathan’s missionary work is supported 

http://www.abmission.org/resources/martyrs-resources/
http://www.abmission.org/resources/martyrs-resources/
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by St John’s missionary giving. Nathan will be spending time with St 
John’s next month, participating in our bible study groups and joining 
our 9.30am and 6.00pm services on 20 September. Nathan is seeking 
accommodation (i.e. a single room) for 14-20 September, and we would 
be grateful for indications of availability to assist him that week. If you 
can help, please contact Edward Jackson at skjack75@gmail.com 

Name Badges. You can order your own name badge at 
stjohnscanberra.org/payments.  It’s a great way to help people connect 
with you at church.  

Diocesan Young Adults’ Dinner and Games Night. Young Adults 
from across the Anglican Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn are invited 
to gather for a free night of dinner and some games on Friday 
25 September, 6.30pm – 10pm, at St Mark’s Theological 
Centre, Barton (Durie room). All Anglicans from 18–30 are 
welcome. It would be great if you can bring some dinner or 
snacks to share, and a favourite board or card game. But if you can't, 
we'd still like to see you. Book at trybooking.com/DOIJL or use the QR 
code.  

Sunday 8am Service Morning Tea Helper Needed: We are seeking 
someone to join our Sunday 8am Service Morning Tea Roster. Please 
contact Wendy Smith at widge41@gmail.com  

Our Parish Fair 17 October: Several stalls will need extra volunteers, 
including: white elephant, treasures & trinkets, cake, craft, gardening 
stall and the BBQ. Also, anyone interested in helping with the sound 
system on the day, we’d love to hear from you. See page 8 for “What 
When and Where to leave your donations”. 

For the garden stall. Please start thinking about planting/potting so 
that we have good items for sale at our gardening stall, plus any 
garden equipment or pots should be quality, and we don’t want the 
disposable seedling containers – best spot for them is the Bunnings 
recycle bin!  

Friends of St John’s event – “How International Law can help 
in a world in chaos – a Christian perspective”: Professor Don 
Rothwell, Professor of International Law at ANU and a member of St 
John’s 8am congregation will speak at the next Friends of St John’s event 
on Sunday afternoon 13 September at 3.30pm in the Robertson Room. 
This will start the new series of Friends events of an afternoon tea and 

mailto:skjack75@gmail.com
https://www.trybooking.com/DOIJL
mailto:widge41@gmail.com
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speaker followed by a traditional Evensong at 5pm. 

Parliamentary Prayer Breakfast. This annual event, to be held on 
26 October at 7.15am – 8.15am (in the Great Hall of Parliament House) 
offers us a chance to pray for our members of parliament, in the presence 
of many political and faith leaders. St John’s has again booked 2 tables 
for interested parishioners. If you’d like to claim one ($75), email the 
parish office at admin@stjohnscanberra.org as soon as possible to secure 
your spot. Keynote speaker Amy Brown will draw on her experience of 
leadership and personal challenge in public service, to explore the theme 
“The Way Down is the Way Up” – the counterintuitive Christian hope 
that God meets us in the valley, where we may be formed deeply and 
encounter Him most clearly. 

Anglican News August 2026. Here is the link to the latest edition of 
Anglican News:https://anglicancg.org.au/news-and-events/anglican-
news/ You can email any contributions for future issues of the Anglican 
News, by the first day of the month of the issue, to: 
anglicannews@anglicancg.org.au 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

(*St John’s event)  

*Tuesday 1 September: Bible for Blokes (then weekly). 10.00am 

in the Upper Room. Enquiries, Canon Kevin Stone. 

*Saturday 5 September: Working Bee. From 8.30am—10.00am. 

One option this month, working outside helping to beautify the gardens 

and grounds. Please bring equipment (e.g. gardening gloves, hat, suitable 

footwear, mowers, blowers) and join us for morning tea afterwards at 

10am. 

*Saturday 5 September: Focus on dementia care with Rev’d 

Mark Wormell. 4pm—6pm Robertson Room. (See page 6 for details.) 

*Sunday 6 September: Bellringing. The monthly bellringing 

practice is on again today, from 5pm to 6 pm.  Everyone is welcome to 

come along and join in the ringing.  (Then stay for the 6pm service!) 

*Tuesday 8 September: St John’s Sketching/Painting Group. 

9.30am to lunchtime, in the Robertson Room. All welcome to come along 

with sketch pad, pencils or paints. Contact Fiona (0404 066 021) or 

https://anglicancg.org.au/news-and-events/anglican-news/
https://anglicancg.org.au/news-and-events/anglican-news/
mailto:anglicannews@anglicancg.org.au
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Jennifer (0407 286 572). 

*Saturday 12 September: Floriade event. Explore St John’s church, 

schoolhouse and grounds to the music of the bells from 2pm - 4pm. 

*Sunday 13 September: Friends of St John’s. Guest speaker 

Professor Don Rothwell on “How International Law can help in a world 

in chaos – a Christian perspective”. At 3.30pm in the Robertson Room 

with an afternoon tea followed by a traditional Evensong at 5pm. 

Saturday 19 September: St Saviour’s Cathedral Inaugural 

Lecture. Rev’d Dr Michael Jensen on ‘What does it mean to be human?’ 

Bookings via the Cathedral Office (02 4821 2206). 

 

*Friday 25 September: Diocesan young adults’ dinner and 

games night. 6.30pm – 10pm, in the Durie Room at St Mark’s 

Theological Centre, Barton. (See page 3 for details.) 

*Saturday 17 October: St John’s Parish Fair. 9am-2pm. Save the 

date!   

*Friday 13 – Saturday 15 November: Youth Camp. A weekend 

supported by Scripture Union, offering teaching and encouragement for 

our youth and young adults. Contact jess.evans31169@gmail.com  

 

 

mailto:jess.evans31169@gmail.com
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As people and their carers face various challenges associated with 
dementia, St John’s seeks to be a community that upholds them with 
understanding and some familiarity with the condition. Dementia can 
affect people of all ages. Their essential personhood remains, as do their 
ongoing spiritual needs. Rev’d Mark Wormell, author of Coming to Christ 
in Dementia, will visit St John’s for two Saturday seminars and being our 
guest preacher on Sunday. These events are important for us all, whether 
we’re young or old, and even if simply we know, or occasionally chat with, 
a person facing some dementia challenges.  
 

Saturday 5 September 4pm—6pm Robertson Room: 
 

Seminar One: Mark will look at what dementia is and its effects. He will 
consider the Christian view of personhood and contrast that with secular 
views, and will suggest some ways Christianity helps us to value and care 
for those living with dementia. 
 

Seminar Two: Can a person lose their faith in dementia? Can they come 
to faith? Mark will look at what faith is, and how living with dementia 
may impact our faith.  
 

Sunday 6 September: Mark will be our guest preacher, focusing on the 
challenges associated with dementia. 
 

Rev’d Mark Wormell is an Australian Anglican priest. 
He studied theology at Moore College (with Rev’d 
Dave), and since then has planted and pastored a 
congregation of Chinese post-graduate students in 
Broadway, Sydney. He has also pastored the parishes of 
Glebe, Cremorne and Enmore, and has been a part-time 
chaplain in three aged care facilities. He lectures in 
ministry with seniors at Mary Andrews College, and has 
authored Coming to Christ in Dementia, which can be 
purchased through Amazon. 
 

 

FOCUS ON DEMENTIA CARE 

with Rev’d Mark Wormell, 5-6 September 2026 
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Our Youth and Young Adults weekend Youth Camp is in 

November. To bring costs down, and to help some people 

attend, we’re asking for donations.  

(Talk to Andrew Cameron or Jess Priest if you’d prefer to donate some 

other way than described here.) 

Go to tinyurl.com/SJCcamp  

 

Or use this QR code → 

 

 Or go to www.stjohnscanberra.org/payments  

scroll down, and choose one-off donation 

 

 

 

… You’ll arrive at checkout.square.site 

 Click on the grey box,  

type how many dollars 

then Checkout: 

 

IMPORTANT: At the next screen, in ‘Add a note for the seller’  

enter ‘DONATION FOR CAMP’  

then complete your payment details below that. 

  

Thanks for your support! 

https://tinyurl.com/SJCcamp
https://www.stjohnscanberra.org/payments
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Theory into practice 

There's a quote often attributed to Albert Einstein – although its real origin 

probably traces much earlier – which reads as follows: 

"In theory, theory and practice are the same. In practice, they are not." 

We can think we have a good understanding of people's lives, their hardships 

and the issues they face based off theories. We might read something or watch 

something that gives us a sense, an idea, even a theory about the problems our 

clients face, and how to fix it. As I entered my social work placement at St 

John's Care this year, I certainly thought I had a good enough understanding 

of the sort of clients I would meet, the problems they faced, and exactly what 

needed to be done to fix those problems.  

Early into my placement, I met R. Over the last two years, R had been in and 

out of hospital for multiple cancer diagnoses and treatment in various parts of 

her body. This left her too tired to cook, too sore to sleep, and too weak to 

spend time with her grandchildren. R was unable to properly look after her 

home, which now had an outstanding gas bill of over $3000, leaving her 

stressed and anxious about her future. It's here where I really experienced, not 

just learned in a classroom, that people's problems don't only remain isolated 

to one area of life, they impact every aspect of a person's life and wellbeing.  

Thankfully, we were able to negotiate a payment plan that would pay off the 

gas bill over time, while still leaving R enough money for medical costs. In the 

meantime, St John’s Care offered R food relief until some of her financial 

stressors eased. Theory is essential to our practice but cannot ever encapsulate 

the joy and relief I saw on R's face, when she realised there was hope for her 

future.  

Please know and be encouraged by the fact that some of the joy and relief our 

clients experience comes from your constant prayers, support, and donations. 

Grace and Peace, 

Tim, Junior Case Manager – Student Placement 
Items required: Conditioner, Body wash, Sultanas for school lunches, 

500ml tomato sauce, Rice milk. 
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St John’s Study Groups 

Monday: ‘Young Blokes’ Bible Study  

When & Where: Mondays, 6.30pm, Campbell 

Who: Young men (ages approx. 18-25)  

Focus: Bible study and discussion 

Contact: Rev’d Andrew - Andrew.Cameron@stjohnscanberra.org  

Tuesday: Bible for Blokes  

When & Where: Tuesdays, 10.am, Upper Room  

Who: Men of any age 

Focus: Bible study and discussion 

Contact: Rev’d Kevin – Kevin.Stone@stjohnscanberra.org  

Tuesday: Young Women’s Bible Study 

When & Where: Tuesdays, 7:00–8:30 pm, at a home in Reid (school 

terms) 

Who: Women aged 15–30; new Christians and those exploring faith 

 welcome 

Focus: 30 min fellowship + 1 hour study; social events in school holidays 

Contact: Jess – jess.evans31169@gmail.com or 0404 703 847 

Wednesday: Southside Bible Study  

When & Where: Wednesdays, 2pm, Fadden, Tuggeranong 

Who: Adults, any age.  

Focus: Bible study and discussion 

Contact: John Richards—0407 790 767 

Wednesday: Adults Bible Study  

When & Where: Wednesdays, 7:00–8:00 pm, Rectory (school terms) 

Who: Adults, any age. Mostly connected with stjohns@6 

Focus: Bible study; group communicates via Signal 

Contact: Russ Tunks — russtunks@yahoo.com.au  

Thursday: Ladies’ Bible Reading Group 

When & Where: Thursdays, 9:30 am (after school drop-off), Robertson 

Room (school terms) 

Who: Women, especially with pre-school children 

Focus: Bible reading and discussion (currently Matthew) 

Contact: Mary de Lautour — mary.delautour@stjohnscanberra.org  
There may be scope for a new Bible study to commence. Contact clergy if you’d like to be involved.  

mailto:Andrew.Cameron@stjohnscanberra.org
mailto:Kevin.Stone@stjohnscanberra.org
mailto:jess.evans31169@gmail.com
mailto:russtunks@yahoo.com.au
mailto:Mary.Delautour@stjohnscanberra.org
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Upcoming services 

 

Sunday 30 August 2026 

Martyrs of New Guinea 

Readings: Zephaniah 3.14-20; Psalm 130; Romans 8.33-39; 
John 12.20-32 

 

8.00am:  Sung Eucharist  

9.30am:  Family Eucharist (Kid’s Church & Youth Group) 

6.00pm:  stjohns@6 (Praise, Prayer and Proclamation ) 

  

Wednesday 2 September 2026 

Readings: Romans 8.33-39; John 12.20-32 
 

10.00am:  Eucharist (1662 Book of Common Prayer)  
 

Sunday 6 September 2026 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Readings: Exodus 12.1-14; Psalm 149; Romans 13.1-10; Matthew 

18.10-20 

8.00am:  Sung Eucharist  

9.30am:  Family Eucharist (Kid’s Church & Youth Group) 

11.15am:  Choral Eucharist (1662 Book of Common Prayer) 

6.00pm:  stjohns@6 (Praise, Prayer and Proclamation) 
  

Wednesday 9 September 2026 

Readings: Romans 13.1-10; Matthew 18.10-20 

10.00am:  Eucharist (1662 Book of Common Prayer)  
 

For more information: www.stjohnscanberra.org 

http://www.stjohnscanberra.org/


 12  

SUPPORTING THE MINISTRY OF THE PARISH  
The best way to support our ministry is to (annually) prayerfully consider an appropriate 
amount, and then set up automatic regular transfers using our ‘giving’  account:  
BSB:702 389   ACCOUNT: 0520 9450     NAME: St John the Baptist Reid  

See also: https://www.stjohnscanberra.org/giving  

 

Parish Office: 6248 8399  
Opening Hours: 10.00am to 3.00pm Tuesday to Friday 

www.stjohnscanberra.org 
45 Constitution Avenue, Reid 2612         GPO Box 219, Canberra 2601  

https://www.stjohnscanberra.org/giving
https://www.stjohnscanberra.org/giving
http://www.stjohnscanberra.org/

