
   

Christmas 2025 

St John’s exists to bear public witness to  
Jesus Christ, the source of life. 

Sistine Madonna by Raphael  
(c.1513-1514,  

Gemäldegalerie Alte Meister, Dresden) 
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Heights to depths, darkness to 
light  

As our annual Advent service of ‘Nine 
Lessons and Carols’ concluded, news 
began to filter in of a shooting in Bondi. 
From the heights of our favourite carols 
and readings, we found ourselves 
confronted with the depths of 
humanity’s hatred and cruelty.  

The message of Christmas also involves 
a move from heights to depths. From the 
bright angelic realms of God’s joyful 
presence, our Lord came down into a 
violent and spiteful world. He came in 
fulfillment of the promises made to the 
Jewish nation and now offered to the 
whole world.  

In the birth of Christ, God shows us that 
even this tragic and broken world cannot 
separate itself from his love. Christ has 
opened a way for the world’s restoration 
– and yours, and mine.  

Death is not in charge. Nihilism does not 
win. Division – even the most staggering 
division between God and humanity – is 
no barrier to the new work God has 
begun.   

As John’s gospel reminds us: ‘The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.’  

This is the faith that has transformed 
lives and kept hope alive for 2,000 years, 
and I look forward to us exploring it 
together in 2026. On behalf of the St 
John’s ministry team and our families, I 
wish you a very happy and holy 
Christmas.  

Rev’d Dave McLennan 
(rector@stjohnscanberra.org) 

 

 

 

Welcome to St John’s! After 
Christmas, many of our regular 

activities will enjoy a short season 
of rest after an active and full 

year.  

If you are looking to connect with 
a church or would like to know 
more about the Christian faith, 
there will be a range of ways to 

pursue this in 2026. Please email 
the parish office and someone will 
make contact in due course. (See 

also our website: 
www.stjohnscanberra.org) 

 

 

From the Rector 

Welcome to St John’s 
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Welcome to St John’s 

Sunday 8 February: Welcome to 2026. All are invited to gather for 
fellowship and refreshments on the lawn at 3.30pm to mark the start of a 
new year of community life. Refreshments will be followed by the year’s 
first Choral Evensong at 5pm. New members of our community are 
especially invited to come and be welcomed into the parish.  

Kids and Youth in 2026: Our 
program for young people (k-10) 
will recommence on 8 February at 
our 9.30am service, with ‘Start Up 
Sunday’ – a fun day with a 
waterslide, ice cream, and family 
BBQ after the service. For older 
youth, our 6pm service will 
continue its ‘youth check in’ after 
church – a chance to talk about 
faith and encourage each other.  

Our overflow space and cry room 
will continue to function in the 
Robertson Room in 2026 during 
the 9.30am service, to assist 
families with younger children who 
may find this space easier.   

Saturday 21 February: ‘Jazz on the Lawn’. The whole Canberra 
community is invited to enjoy quality local jazz bands, wine tasting, and 
the beautiful St John’s grounds from 2pm-7pm. BYO picnic blankets or 
chairs and food, with gelato and other food available for purchase. No fee – 
although there will be opportunity for donation. 

Post-Christmas arrangements.  See our website (stjohnscanberra.org) 
for changes to service times and office hours over the Christmas holiday 
period. Note that our 8am, 9.30am and 6pm services will continue 
unaltered.  

Notices 
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