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St John’s exists to bear public witness to
Jesus Christ, the source of life.



From the Rector
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shines in the darkness, and the darkness ‘-

has not overcome it.’ o

This is the faith that has transformed &
lives and kept hope alive for 2,000 years, -
and I look forward to us exploring it ﬁ‘;:.
together in 2026. On behalf of the St «
John’s ministry team and our families, I
wish you a very happy and holy s
Christmas. -

= Heights to depths, darkness to
ﬁ:: light
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ﬁ:i As our annual Advent service of ‘Nine
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i« Lessons and Carols’ concluded, news

% . . . . .
= began to filter in of a shooting in Bondi.

Rev’d Dave McLennan
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f‘? From the heights of our favourite carols , s
and readings, we found ourselves Welcome to St John’s ﬁ::
confronted with the depths of i«

o

,5: humanity’s hatred and cruelty. &
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& The message of .Chrlstmas also involves Welcome to St John’s! After 8

« a move from heights to depths. From the . «

oo : . Christmas, many of our regular &

& bright angelic realms of God’s joyful bt 1 eni hort &

‘= presence, our Lord came down into a activities Wil eryoy a Short season ¢,

f‘? violent and spiteful world. He came in of rest after an active and full ﬁ::

«* fulfillment of the promises made to the year. «:::
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"‘Jew15h nation and now offered to the If you are looking to connect with «

%= whole world. . =

= . . a church or would like to know i

¢« In the birth of Christ, God shows us that . . «

: ; more about the Christian faith, i
% even this tragic and broken world cannot Jaith, i
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;} separate itself from his love. Christ has there will be a range of waysto &

o e . ¢
‘% opened a way for the world’s restoration p ursue.thls m. 2026. Please emal.l 2
£ — and yours, and mine. the parish office and someone will &

% Death is not in charge. Nihilism does not make contact in due course. (See

ﬁ:: win. Division — even the most staggering also our website: ﬁ::
'.f:: division between God and humanity — is www.stjohnscanberra.org) ﬁ::
« no barrier to the new work God has ]
: %
ﬁ:i begun. 3&‘;
«r:. ’ . ¢ . Q“Z
i~ As John’s gospel reminds us: ‘The light &
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Notices

Sunday 8 February: Welcome to 2026. All are invited to gather for

fellowship and refreshments on the lawn at 3.30pm to mark the start of a
new year of community life. Refreshments will be followed by the year’s
first Choral Evensong at 5pm. New members of our community are
especially invited to come and be welcomed into the parish.

Kids and Youth in 2026: Our
program for young people (k-10)
will recommence on 8 February at
our 9.30am service, with ‘Start Up
Sunday’ — a fun day with a
waterslide, ice cream, and family
BBQ after the service. For older
youth, our 6pm service will
continue its ‘youth check in’ after
church — a chance to talk about
faith and encourage each other.

Our overflow space and cry room
will continue to function in the
Robertson Room in 2026 during
the 9.30am service, to assist
families with younger children who
may find this space easier.
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=
9:30am service ?f
Kids Church and Junior Youth
starting with a splash in 2026!

GIANT waterslide ~ BBQ lunch
Water play ~ Ice-cream

™ FUN! gﬂiﬁ Qf
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Saturday 21 February: ‘Jazz on the Lawn’. The whole Canberra

community is invited to enjoy quality local jazz bands, wine tasting, and
the beautiful St John’s grounds from 2pm-7pm. BYO picnic blankets or
chairs and food, with gelato and other food available for purchase. No fee —
although there will be opportunity for donation.

Post-Christmas arrangements. See our website (stjohnscanberra.org)

for changes to service times and office hours over the Christmas holiday
period. Note that our 8am, 9.30am and 6pm services will continue

unaltered.
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Please join us Foar
refreshments and
Fellowship on the lawmn

Sunday 8" February
From 3:30pm

Evensong at Spm For those
who wish to attend

Light

1 the

darkness

Christian hope
and end of life care

With ‘voluntary assisted dying’ (VAD) now implemented in the ACT,
there’s still room for care shaped by the hope of the resurrection. At
this half-day conference, Professor Megan Best, an expert in
palliative care, will address the impact of VAD for carers and patients.
We will also hear some Christian thinking about suffering and death.

9.30am—-3.00pm
Saturday 28t February 2026
St John’s Anglican Church Hall
45 Constitution Avenue Reid
parking onsite or in Amaroo Street.

Program details, and bookings essential, at
https://www.trybooking.com/DHUQY (or via the QR code).

$46 per head or early bird $38 until 12 January 2026.




