
27 November 2022 

First Sunday of Advent  

 

Today’s Services 
 

Readings: Isaiah 2.1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13.9-14  
Matthew 24.36-44 

7am  Eucharist (1662 Book of Common Prayer) 
8am  Sung Eucharist  
9.30am  Sunday@9.30 kids@church and Youth Group 
6pm  stjohns@6  

Midweek 

10 am  Wednesday Holy Communion (1662 Book of Common Prayer) 

To herald the beginning of the season of Advent, the bellringers will ring a selection of popular 
carols at today’s 9:30am service. Carols will continue to be rung through to Christmas Day. The 
best times to catch these tunes are at our Sunday 9:30am services and during our practice 
sessions on Monday evenings 5:30pm-6:30pm. If you would like to learn more about bellringing at 
St John’s, contact Charles Body: 6241 4948 or crb34@bigpond.com.      

  (Pictured is Colonel John Watch, Master of the Bellringers at St John’s for many years) 

mailto:crb34@bigpond.com


Visitor? New Parishioner? 
Are you a newcomer or a visitor? Please make  
yourself known to a member of the clergy or a  
Sidesperson. If anyone has any pastoral need or 
concern, or would like to discuss any issues from today's 
services or any other matter, please contact the Parish 
Office to arrange an appointment. 
 
First Aid 
First Aid kits are located in the church sanctuary,  
vestry and kitchen. A defibrillator is located in the hall 
foyer. Alert a Sidesperson if needed. 
 
How to Give 
The best way to support our ministry is to (annually) 
prayerfully consider an appropriate amount, and then set 
up automatic regular transfers using the following details: 
BSB  702 389 
ACCOUNT 0520 9450 
Name  St John the Baptist Reid 
Smaller donations can be offered using your credit/debit 
card at our tap donation point (near the baptism font). 
 
Hearing Loop 
An induction loop has been fitted into the left hand side of 
the Church as you enter. Please use the appropriate 
setting on your hearing aid. 
 
Safe Communities of Faith 
St John's places a high priority on ensuring our faith 
community is safe for all who worship and visit here. We 
follow diocesan guidelines and encourage everyone to 
help promote a safe environment. To report any concerns 
ring 1800 070 511. 

Welcome to St John’s 

St John’s Care Basket 
Each Sunday there is a basket in the church. This 
provides an easy way to make donations of food. 
 

Schoolhouse Museum 
Built in 1845, Canberra's first school and 
schoolmaster’s residence is open to the public on 
Wednesdays 10.00am -12.00pm, and Saturday and 
Sunday 2.00-4.00pm.  
Contact: Diana Body 0427 430 158. 
 

Christian Meditation 
'Be Still and Know that I am God’ The Wednesday 
Meditation Gathering continue to meet via zoom. 
Contact Joan Armitage jarmitage@grapevine.com for 
the link. 
 

Bellringing 

Practice Monday nights 5.30-6.30pm except public 
holidays. Contact Charles Body: 6241 4948 or 
crb34@bigpond.com 
 

Working Bees  
Held in the Church grounds on the first Saturday 
morning of each month from 9.30 am followed by 
morning tea. All helpers welcome.  
 

Sunday's Newsletter  
This can be downloaded from the parish website, 
www.stjohnscanberra.org on the preceding Friday.  
The deadline for newsletter contributions is noon 
Wednesday. 
 

Toilets & Baby Change Facilities 
These facilities include a toilet for those with a 
disability, are available in the Hall foyer. 

St John’s finance update: Jan–Sep 2022 

  Actuals Revised budget 

Income (minus once-off donations): $411,309 $405,380 

Consisting of      $208,002(offertories)      $215,249 

       $203,307(facilities, hire)      $190,131 

Expenses to date: $549,456 $519,728 

      

Shortfall to date: $138,347 $114,348 

Summary: Our budget has been revised to reflect losses in carparking income. Some extremely generous one-off  
donations are likely to cover our budget shortfall for this year – however our regular patterns of regular giving are not 
sufficient to fund current and hoped-for ministry objectives. 
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FROM THE YOUTH MINISTER 

St John’s exists to bear public witness to Jesus Christ,  

the source of life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Blessings of Children 
 
"Whoever becomes humble like this child is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever 
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes 
me."     Matthew 18.4-5 
  
What a privilege it has been working with the 
children and youth of this parish for over three 
years. By the grace of God, I can write this with a 
smile on my face. I reflect on those times of trial, 
such as the initial lockdown period of unknowing. 
But then, the incredible joy of seeing the kids and 
youth on Zoom. A solid space, a sanctuary in the 
unknown; that is what children are in the end.  
 
Sometimes walking into a room of children is 
intimidating; youth can be harder. They speak with 
no other motive; they ask questions you might not 
have considered since you were a child. The clarity 
that a child brings is astonishing. Jesus spoke 
many times about letting children come and that 
being childlike is important as we walk towards the 
kingdom of heaven. I encourage everyone to 
strongly consider how they might support our 
children in the coming years, because they are the 
future of our parish and the world.  
 
Understanding what it is like being a child is a 
lesson to learn for all believers. You might 
have children or grandchildren. Each one is 
unique. Each one can teach us differently. I take 

joy in remembering the Mainly Music children 
talking with the wonderful volunteers serving the 
morning tea, excitedly smiling and talking to them 
through the serving window. Also, seeing after 
services the interactions kids can have with 
parishioners that leave the kids and the grown-ups 
smiling. Then there is the more intense process of 
working with kids@church. I am excited that this 
team has grown. Seeing them happily teaching the 
kids and interacting with them is excellent. A 
massive thank you to all members of the team who 
have kept kids@church strong. I celebrate the 
group's strength. 
  
I have spent most of my time with the youth (high 
school and college students). They are a different 
kettle of fish. But that does not reduce the joy in 
helping them understand the world around them in 
the light of scripture, and dealing with the tough 
questions. They have always given me a run for my 
money, which is incredible and encouraging. Our 
youth leaders all try to remember life at their age, 
and we hope they will remember our leadership 
positively. 
  
Although my time in the parish is ending, the kids 
will keep coming. If you feel you are called to 
children or youth ministry, email Dave or myself. 
We will both happily assist whoever takes the 
mantle from me. If your ministry is to smile and 
enjoy kids running around the parish, I hope you 
find gifts and benefits while sharing those smiles! 
  
I pray that God may bless the kids and youth of this 
parish and, in turn, all the parishioners. It has been 
a pleasure serving you for these years! 
           

Michael Shaw  



PARISH NEWS 
 

8:00AM SERVICE 
We are in dire need of more helpers for morning 
tea, especially on the first and fourth weeks of the 
month. Can you help set up and serve tea/coffee? 
Please let the clergy team know. 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY POSITION 
We are recruiting for a youth minister – 5 hours a 
week. If you, or someone you know, is interested, 
contact the parish office for more information.  
 
CUPPACOMALONG 
Come to Cuppacomalong on Monday 28 
November from 2pm - 4pm in the Robertson 
Room. We would love to see many of you there for 
this years last meeting. Refreshments will be 
served. Our speaker is Rev’d Dave speaking about 
Bishop Barlow (Bishop of this diocese from 1902-
1915). Call Coral Ogilvie 0448 329 432 if req’d. 
 
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS AS A PRIEST 
On Wednesday 30 November we will be 
recognising the 50th anniversary of Rev’d David 
Hill’s ordination to the priesthood, as well as that of 
Rev’ds Bob Lindbeck and Bob James. All are 
invited to join us at the 10am BCP Eucharist, 
followed by some light refreshments in the 
Robertson Room (note change) afterwards. People 
are encouraged to bring a plate to share.  
 
FRIENDS OF ST JOHN’S: A PERSPECTIVE ON 
THE UKRAINE CRISIS 
Father Michael Solomko and his wife Kathy will be 
our guests on Wednesday 30 November, at 
7.30pm, for an event hosted by the Friends of St 
John’s in the church. Father Michael serves at the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of St Nicholas 
(Turner). He and Kathy will help us understand the 
conflict better, and will be available for questions. A 
collection will be made to support the Ukraine 
Crisis Appeal. All are welcome.  
 

 

DECEMBER WORKING BEE 
When: 9.30am-11.30am, Saturday 3 December  
Morning Tea: 11.30am with yummy treats. 
What to bring: gardening gloves, hat, gardening 
footwear, any favourite tools. 
Planned work:  Primary task preparing 1 Amaroo 
St property grounds for Nathanael and his family.  
Bill Sutherland, bill.sutherland@bigpond.com 
 
SOUND SYSTEM TRAINING 
Today, 11.15am – 12.30pm. 
‘Outside Events’ – Sunday 4 December, 3.30pm
-5pm (or 8pm to help pack down). Set up (until 
5pm), stay to enjoy the stjohns@6 service on the 
Fountain Lawn and pack up. Contact Michael 
yp.minister@stjohnscanberra.org  
 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Led by Rev’d Vicky.  There will not be a study on 
30 November. Next study on Wednesday 7 
December at 11.00am - 12.30pm in the Robertson 
Room. Studying Matthew Chapter 1.  
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
St John’s Care are in desperate need for extra 
volunteers to help in the lead up to the very busy 
Christmas period. Do you have an hour or so you 
can spare to help cover some tasks during these 
next few demanding weeks? No experience 
necessary. Contact Robbie Speldewinde  6248 
7771 or programs@stjohnscare.org.au  
 

BRASS CLEANING BEE - SAVE THE DATE  
Come and help get all our brass shining for 
Christmas! Saturday 17 December  9am followed 
by Morning Tea. No experience necessary. All 
equipment supplied. 
 

WIDER CHURCH NEWS 

 

BOOKINGS OPEN FOR SUMMER CAMP 
PELICAN 
Don’t delay, as places will fill fast!  
https://mailchi.mp/9ff5daf593b6/summer-camp-
pelican-2022-bookings-are-now-open-6168745?
e=e974b755af 

PARISH NOTICES 
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Isolated and broken 
 
G called the St John’s Care Centre (SJC) a 
few weeks ago in tears and unable to see a 
way to move forward with her life. She had 
been happily married for 35 years until late 
last year when her husband Q had a stroke 
and passed away shortly after. 
 
After Q’s passing, G’s mental and physical 
health declined rapidly, and she struggled to 
complete simple tasks around her house. This 
was especially hard on her when she had to 
go through their home and decide what to 
keep, and what to throw away. 
 
G had not only lost her husband but also the 
main source of social interaction in her life. 
Living in a town outside Canberra, and with 
limited mobility, G’s ability to access support 
from services was limited. 
 
With a single government income, she also 
began falling behind on rent and her bills, 
skipping her medication, and going without 
certain grocery items. G’s breaking point came 
when she began missing meals due to her 
financial circumstances. 
 
She reached out to a friend who lived nearby 
who told her to get in touch with St John’s 
Care.  
 
At  first contact, G and I spoke on the phone 
for almost an hour, and she explained how 
isolated, and helpless she had felt this year, 
and how reluctant she had been to ask for 

support. We organised G’s friend to bring her 
in to the Centre, and the three of us sat down 
with a coffee and some biscuits. 
 
SJC was able to organise an affordable 
amount to be taken from G’s income and put 
towards her bill each fortnight. Additionally, we 
paid off her debt so that she had a clean slate. 
We provided her with fresh fruit, vegetables, 
meat, non-perishable items and cleaning 
supplies, and signed her up to receive a 
Christmas hamper from us. Lastly, we were 
able to fill her scripts, ensuring she did not go 
without the medication that she needed. 
 
As I walked the pair back to their car, I gave 
her some fuel vouchers that had been kindly 
donated to us, so that the pair could return for 
assistance when they needed to.  
 
A few days later G called to thank me. She  
said that both she and her friend had benefited 
from some social interaction, and the chance 
to connect with others. They had decided that 
they would come in weekly for food.  
 
Thank you to everyone who helps support our 
clients through difficult times. It means the 
world to them. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Robbie Speldewinde, 
Operations Manager 
 
Items required: shampoo, conditioner, juice 
poppers, 1 litre FULL CREAM milk, honey, 
Vegemite 
 
Christmas items required: Shortbread 
biscuits, Christmas pudding 



               
     

                   Upcoming services                       

  

Sunday 4 December 
  

Second Sunday of Advent 

Readings: Isaiah 11.1-10; Psalm 72.1-7,18-21; Romans 15.4-13  

Matthew 3.1-12 

8am  Sung Eucharist  

9.30am  Sunday@9.30 kids@church and Youth Group 

5pm  Choral Evensong (1662 Book of Common Prayer) 

6pm  stjohns@6  

Sunday 11 December 
  

Third Sunday of Advent 

Readings: Isaiah 35.1-10; For the Psalm - Song of Mary; James 5.7-10  

Matthew 11.2-11 

7am  Eucharist (1662 Book of Common Prayer) 

8am  Sung Eucharist  

9.30am  Children’s Christmas Pageant  

6pm  stjohns@6 Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 18 December 
  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Readings: Isaiah 7.10-16; Psalm 80.1-7, 17-19; Romans 1.1-7  

Matthew 1.18-25 

8am  Sung Eucharist  

9.30am  Sunday@9.30 kids@church and Youth Group 

11.15am  Matins (1662 Book of Common Prayer) 

6.30pm  Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

 

Each Wednesday  
10am Eucharist (1662 Book of Common Prayer) 
 

All services are held in the Church.     



 

PARISH CONTACTS 

Clergy 
The Rev’d Dave McLennan 0468 634 351   rector@stjohnscanberra.org 
Canon Kevin Stone    0450 676 864   kevin.stone@stjohnscanberra.org 
The Rev’d Vicky Cullen   0476 777 203   vicky.cullen@outlook.com 
The Rev’d Dr Guerin Tueno     guerin.tueno@stjohnscanberra.org 
The Rev’d Tracey Sutherland 0408 242 924  tracey.sutherland@stjohnscanberra.org  
 
Youth and Family 
Michael Shaw    0458 618 595  yp.minister@stjohnscanberra.org 
 
Office Administrator  
Kimberley van Leeuwen  6248 8399  admin@stjohnscanberra.org 
 
Churchwardens 
John Richards (Presiding  
Member of Parish Council) 0407 790 767  gjrich@bigpond.net.au  
Christine Hawkins 
Russell Tunks   
 
Music Director 
Sheila Thompson OAM  6281 3433  sheila.thompson5@bigpond.com  
 
Sacristan 
Margaret Rodgers    0414 736 491  margaret.rodgers@stjohnscanberra.org 
 
St John’s Care 
Jason Haines    6248 7771  executive.officer@stjohnscare.org.au 
website: www.stjohnscare.org 
 
School House Museum 0427 430 158   schoolhouse@stjohnscanberra.org 
Diana Body 
 

Friends of St John’s      friendsofstjohnscanberra@gmail.com  

Chair: Ian Doherty  
 

 

Parish Office Hours: Tues - Fri 9.30 am - 2.30 pm  

Ph: 6248 8399  For more information: www.stjohnscanberra.org 
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 FOR THE KIDS 


