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FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lent is traditionally a time of giving to the mission of God's Church and people in 
need. This year ABM is asking us to consider supporting the whole of the Anglican 
Church of PNG by donating to curriculum development at Newton Theological     
College.    Photo: Children at Newton College, Paul Black.  
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 A Lenten reflection from the 
 Anglican Board of Mission 

 
              Bible Reading Luke 6: 36-38  

But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting 
nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of 
the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merci-
ful, just as your  Father is merciful. ‘Do not judge, and you will not be 
judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.  Forgive, and 
you will be  forgiven; give, and it will be given to you.  A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your will 
be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you 
get back.’ 
 
Reflection  
When Mother Teresa was asked how she measured the success of her 
work, she looked puzzled for a moment and then replied, ‘I don’t        
remember that the Lord ever spoke of success. He spoke only of    
faithfulness in love. This is the only success that ever counts.’ Mother 
Teresa left a mark on the world for one reason – she unconditionally 
loved all those she came across! 
 
We do not have to travel to India to encounter people who follow this 
same principle – they are there in our families, workplaces and 
churches. Our local heroes are those who look after others in the    
community, never seeking a reward or the favour reciprocated.  
 
So how do we do that today, during Lent, and throughout our lives? 
Well there is a paradox here, because although the ‘simple’ answer is 
to focus on others and not ourselves, it is also one of the hardest things 
to do! Yet we know it to be a truth.  
 
Reflect back on the times you have done things for your family,      
work-mates, church family and the wider community… When the act of 
service has been done with only the recipient in mind it is done with a 
touch of God’s love. Yet when we do it begrudgingly, motivated by a 
sense of what we might get out of it (even if it is just a chance to have 
good whinge), then we know that the love stuff has gone pear-shaped. 
 
Thought for the Day  
So what will motivate our actions today? Will we be successful           
according to Mother Teresa’s terms? Will we be a good measure for 
someone else today? 



 

 

PREACHERS at ST JOHN’S 
Morning Services: The Rev’d Paul Black 

Celebrants / Officiants 
       

 7.00 am     EUCHARIST (BCP)     The Rev’d Paul Black 
  8.00 am  SUNG EUCHARIST    The Rev’d Margaret Campbell 
 9.30 am  CHURCH FAMILY EUCHARIST   The Rev’d Paul Black 
 11.15 am  SUNG MATTINS (BCP)     Canon Geoffrey Sibly 
  

 5.00 pm Annual General Meeting 
      followed by shared BYO meal in the Hall  

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

Morning scripture readings 
Genesis 9.8-17; Psalm 25.1-10;  

1 Peter 3.18-22; Mark 1.9-15  
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Faithful Maker of Rainbows, your loving presence is with us now, 
even as it was with Noah in the days of the flood, and continued 
with Jesus through his trials in the wilderness. Make your paths 
known to us, that we may walk in your ways and abide in your 
truth. For it is you who holds our hearts, it is for you that we wait. 
Amen 

ST PETER’S SUTTON 

9.00 am  Eucharist 

Preacher and Celebrant: The Rev’d Vicky Cullen  
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ST JOHN’S CARE FOOD BASKET 
Each Sunday there is a food basket at the front of the church. This provides 
an easy way to make donations of food to St John’s Care. 

MAR THOMA CHURCH  
The Mar Thoma Church in Sydney - part of the Anglican Communion and 
originating from South India, which St Thomas is traditionally believed to have 
visited - worships at St John’s twice monthly.  It will now be forming a separate 
Mar Thoma Church, Canberra and will be holding an inaugural Holy         
Communion Service in St John’s on Monday 12 March at 8.30 am .  St John’s          
parishioners are welcome to attend this service. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING THIS EVENING 
Our Annual General Meeting will be held this evening Sunday, 26 February at 
5 pm in the Hall  There will be children’s activities during the meeting.              
Afterwards (around 6 pm) we will enjoy a shared BYO meal.  AGMs are           
important events in the life of every parish community, and we encourage you to 
be present.  The Annual Report is now available. Please collect a copy. Elections 
will also be held for Wardens and Parish Councillors for the 2012 Parish Council.   

THURSDAY MORNINGS AT 8 AM  

For many decades St John’s has been the venue for the weekly Bishop’s Eucharist 
at 8 am on Thursdays and St John’s clergy have been the celebrants for the past 
three years. Because of staffing issues it has been decided not to continue this 
Eucharist. In its place, morning prayer will be said on Thursdays at 8 am from 
1 March (as well as on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 8 am and Fridays at 9 am). 
Come and join us. 



Mar Thoma Church, Canberra and will be holding an inaugural Holy         
.  St John’s          

 in the Hall  There will be children’s activities during the meeting.              
pm) we will enjoy a shared BYO meal.  AGMs are           

CUPPACOMALONG 
Welcome to our first Cuppacomalong for 2012—you are all invited to come 
and enjoy afternoon tea tomorrow Monday 27 February  from 2-4 pm in the     
Robertson Room.  The Rector will show photos of his recent trip to Turkey—
”the Other Holy Land”.  Queries to Barbara Blencowe on 6247 6080.  

THE CHURCH CLEANING CHALLENGE 
The church is our holy space where we worship and are nourished by God. A small 
group of volunteers lovingly and carefully clean our church, generally on a Saturday 
morning. A number of them have been doing this for many years and now find they 
are unable to continue. The challenge is to find 8 replacements for the roster – to 
clean the church 6 times a year, i.e. one hour once every two months. St John’s 
Parish Offices and Hall are professionally cleaned, but we would prefer not to go 
down this track for the church. Why? Caring for our holy space can be life-giving 
and not necessarily a chore.  
The duties include: 
· dusting the pews, the piano and the shelf in the entry porch 
· sweeping the tiled floors in the sanctuary 
· vacuuming under pews and all carpeted areas 
· checking for cobwebs. 
You are rostered with another person and all equipment and materials are available 
in the church. The Parish Office would love to hear from you asap! 
There will be afternoon tea for all cleaners at the Rectory on Saturday 24 March at 
3 pm, where we will especially give thanks for those who have cleaning many years 
and now find they unable to continue and welcome new cleaners. We will also 
thank Helen Todd who has coordinated this roster for many years. 

CHURCHYARD WORKING BEE 
The monthly working bee will be held this Saturday, 3 March , starting at 9.30 am.  
All are welcome.  Please see Colin Lendon on arrival.  The main jobs are tidying 
graves and raking.  Please bring your own equipment if possible.  A limited amount 
of parish equipment is available.  Morning tea will be provided. 

 
BAPTISM  

Today we welcome into God’s family Amelia Jane Fletcher. 



MORNING TEA! 
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“Where lies Happiness? The Christian Understanding of             
Contentment and Community”    

Christians for an Ethical Society Public Forum 
Speaker: Rev’d Professor James Haire AM.   
Chair:  Bishop George Browning.  

Working Bee to make Palm Crosses 
Jean Salisbury has once again kindly offered to impart the skill of making Palm 
Crosses. So please join us to make the palm crosses for Palm Sunday at 2 pm on 
Monday 19 March in the Robertson Room.  You will need to bring a pair of       
scissors; everything else, including afternoon tea, will be provided.  Remember 
“many hands make light work”. 
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ST JOHN’S CARE 
 

I never cease to be amazed at how much some people have to put up with and 
how hard it is for some families just to survive.  Yesterday a woman came to St 
John’s Care for some assistance with food, and she was hoping that we could 
help her out with some of her other bills.  She is normally able to manage.  She is 
a single mother of two teenage children; her daughter has just turned sixteen, and 
a teenage son.  Her son is autistic and also has a medical condition which 
requires him to be connected to a life support system each night.  So life is not 
easy for her. 
 
The daughter is now receiving Youth Allowance so the Mum is no longer eligible 
to receive the same amount Family Tax Benefit Part B.  The daughter is still living 
at home but is unwilling to contribute to the family budget, so all of a sudden, poor 
old Mum has to cope with the same bills, but has a lot less money to do it with.    
The daughter is a bit wild and the Mum is concerned that she may be taking 
drugs, so the last thing she wants to do is force her out of the family home. 
 
The Mum had five bills that were outstanding, that were really worrying her.  
St John’s Care were able to help her with her Electricity account and her Telstra  
account but I did not think that we would be able to help her with the Foxtel 
account, as that was really a bit of a luxury.  She then explained to me that the 
entertainment package was really important to her, as it kept her son calm whilst 
he was on the life support system at night and this was the only thing that had 
found that could keep him occupied and happy.  We were able to help her a little 
with this account as well but it was a good reminder to me that it is always 
important in this job to “put your judgment in your pocket when you arrive at work 
and leave it there until you leave in the evening”. 
 
It is going to be difficult for her, until she can convince her daughter that she 
needs to contribute to the family budget.  St John’s Care will be able to help her 
with food from time to time but we will not be able to help her with her bills all the 
time.   I hope she will be able to manage. 
 
My wish list for this week: small bottles of Vegemite, Peanut Butter and Jam for 
school lunches. 
 
Many Thanks 
 
Sue 



Personal information in this newsletter 
 is provided for parish use only 

6248 8399  
 www.stjohnscanberra.org 

45 Constitution Avenue, Reid 
GPO Box 219 Canberra ACT 2601  

Worship this week  
at St John’s Church  

 
Tuesday          8 am Morning Prayer 
Wednesday:    8 am Morning Prayer 
     10 am Eucharist (BCP) 
      5 pm Christian Meditation 
Thursday:        8 am Morning Prayer 
Friday:     9 am Morning Prayer 
 

SERVICES NEXT SUNDAY 
 

SUNDAY, 4 MARCH 2012 
Second Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 9.8-17 
Psalm 25.1-10 
1 Peter 3.18-22 

Mark 1.9-15 

Preachers  

Morning services:  

The Rev’d Margaret Campbell 

Evening service: The Rev’d Paul Black 

Services  

7.00 am Eucharist (BCP) 
8.00 am  Sung Eucharist 

9.30 am  Church Family Eucharist 

 11.15 am  Sung Eucharist (BCP) 
6.00 pm Evening Prayer 

ST ANDREW’S WAMBOIN  
9.00 am  Morning Prayer 

Officiant: Mr Len Goodman AO 
 

 
PARISH REGISTER  

Rector      
The Rev’d Paul Black         0416 159 814 
                                       rector@stjohnscanberra.org 
Associate Priest 
The Rev’d Margaret Campbell             0417 423 472 
                   margaret.campbell@stjohnscanberra.org 
Family Worker 
Susan Welsh                                         0406 001 218 
                              susan.welsh@stjohnscanberra.org 
Children and Youth Worker  
Michael Richards                                  0432 649 650
              michael.richards@stjohnscanberra.org 
Honorary Priests in the Parish 
The Rev’d Ken Batterham; The Rev’d Vicky Cullen;  
The Rev’d David Hill; Canon Geoff Sibly. 
Parish Office   6248 8399   
   Office Hours:  Mon-Fri  9 am—3 pm 
Parish Administrator  Philip Allnutt 
                                        admin@stjohnscanberra.org 
Sacristan 
   Margaret Rodgers                              6231 2169 (H) 
Director of Music & St John’s Choristers 
   Sheila Thompson                    6281 3433 (H) 
Wardens 
   John Lawson        6230 2101 (H) 
   Colin Lendon         0431 198 260 
   Peter Thwaites    6278 4117 
PARISH COUNCIL 
   Chair: Vacant 
   Secretary: Allan Overton  0428 486 462 
 
ST PETER’S CHURCH, SUTTON 
Rector’s Warden   Peter Cartwright  6230 3202 (H)
People’s Warden   Alan Rope            6238 3224 
 
ST ANDREW’S CHURCH, WAMBOIN  
Rector’s Warden  Robyn Robertson  6238 3202 (H) 
People’s Warden  Bronwyn Elliott 6238 3359 (H) 
 
ST JOHN’S CARE 
   Director:  Sue Jordan                       6248 7771  
                             stjohnscare@velocitynet.com.au 
SCHOOLHOUSE MUSEUM 
   President: Diana Body   6295 8732  (H) 
                               schoolhouse@stjohnscanberra.org 
FRIENDS  OF ST JOHN’S 
   Chairman: Canon Geoffrey Sibly  6249 1170 (H) 
 
BANK DETAILS FOR GIVING TO ST JOHN’S 
    BSB  702 389 
   ACCOUNT 0520 9450 
   NAME   St John the Baptist Reid 

CHOIR PRACTICE 

St John’s Choir: Thursday 6 pm 

St John’s Choristers: Thursday 8 pm 


