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THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the choir and others gathered for a celebratory drink after the Festival of 
Nine Lessons and Carols at the Rectory.  As a faith community we give thanks for 

the ministry of our Director of Music, Sheila Thompson.   
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     Christianity at a glance 
What would you write if you were asked to write 400 words 
about the basics of Christianity?  This is what I wrote.  

What is missing or what would you change? 
Christianity is a worldwide faith of people who follow Jesus Christ.  He 
was born about 2000 years ago in the region that is now called Israel/
Palestine.   
Jesus started travelling around the region when he was about 30 and 
attracted a sizeable following with his preaching and miracles.  It is     
remarkable that a man who lived 2000 years ago and who travelled no 
more than a few days’ walk from his birthplace should have exerted 
such an influence on our world and people’s way of life. 
He took the Old Testament commandments of God, written down by 
Moses and followed by the Jews then and now, and interpreted them 
very simply in two basic commandments: love God and love your 
neighbour as yourself. 
About three years after he started preaching, he was arrested and   
executed by the Roman authorities who controlled the region at the 
time.  Christians believe Jesus was the Messiah promised in the Old 
Testament. 
They believe that, on the third day after his execution, he came back to 
life; and, after spending some time with his followers, went back to join 
God, his Father. 
One of the important concepts in Christianity is that there is only one 
God, but there are three elements to this one God: God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
The Christian holy book is the Bible that consists of the Old and New 
Testaments.  The Bible is the primary source for knowing about Jesus 
and about the communities which gathered in his name as the early 
church.  To be Christian involves an unending conversation with the   
Bible. 
The reason Christians go to church (generally a worship service on 
Sunday) is to join together in a nurturing community with other       
Christians to celebrate God’s love in their lives and encourage each 
other to grow in God’s love.  Nobody pretends that Christians are     
perfect. 
Compassion and justice are the primary ethical fruits of the Christian 
life.  What happens beyond the Sunday service is also important.  Every 
church or faith community also exists for the people beyond its walls—a 
commitment to serving the poor, the lonely, the outcast, the hurting and 
the sick. 



 

PREACHERS at ST JOHN’S 

Morning Services: The Rev’d Vicky Cullen 

Celebrants / Officiants 
       

 7.00 am     EUCHARIST (BCP)     The Rev’d Vicky Cullen 
 8.00 am  SUNG EUCHARIST    The Rev’d Paul Black 
 9.30 am  CHURCH FAMILY EUCHARIST  The Rev’d Margaret Campbell 
     11.15 am  SUNG MATTINS (BCP)     Canon Geoffrey Sibly 
 2.30 pm  BAPTISMS    The Rev’d Margaret Campbell 
 3.30 pm  BAPTISMS       The Rev’d Margaret Campbell 

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

 

Morning scripture readings 

Genesis 1.1-5  Psalm 29 

Acts 19.1-7  Mark 1.4-11 

���������������	
��
Creator Spirit, as you called the world into being, call us together as your 
church. Give us power and strength to serve the world. Give us wisdom to 
see the goodness in creation. Blessing Spirit, as you name Jesus the      
Beloved, name us and bless us with your grace, that we, your children, may 
tell your story.  Empowering Spirit, fill the church with your strength, that it 
may carry your love throughout the world.  Amen. 

ST PETER’S CHURCH, SUTTON 

9.00 am Morning Prayer 

Preacher and Celebrant: Ms Joan Armitage 
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CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS  
St John¹s Church was once again overflowing with flowers this       
Christmas.  A special feature is always the window boxes of flowers 
placed under each of the stained glass windows.  We give thanks for all 
those who worked so hard to decorate the Church with flowers that once 
again made our Christmas celebrations so special.  There are some  
photos on our website.  Go to www.stjohnscanberra.org and click the 
link. 

So many other people also helped towards making our Christmas       
services so joyous.  We thank everyone who spent so many hours in  
preparing — the musicians & choir, the sanctuary team, sidespersons 
those cleaning the Church, polishing the brass, preparing the service 
sheets, working in the grounds mowing etc. 

BISHOP STUART’S MONTHLY PRAYER FOR HEALING SERVICE 
Bishop Stuart Robinson leads a monthly Prayer for Healing Service (non-
Eucharistic) with contemporary and traditional music. It is held on the first 
Wednesday of the month at St John’s, except in January and February: The 
next service will be held on Wednesday, 25 January at 7 pm, and please 
note that there will be no service on Wednesday, 1 February.   The Service 
will include the induction of the Rev’d Canon Gill Varcoe as State Chaplain to 
the Order of St Luke Healing Ministries in NSW and the ACT.  The National 
Chaplain, Dr Annette Rice, will be our guest speaker on the night. 

NEW TO ST JOHN’S?  DETAILS CHANGED?  
If you would like to join the parish roll or update your details, please let the office 
know. 



BAPTISMS 
Today we welcome into God’s family Jayden Matthew Frost, 
Porscha Zsa Zsa Hill, Hannah Elizabeth Sliwka and Annelie 

Zara Walsh. 
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Hope for Life: Volunteers Wanted 
Want more information on this Provincial Mission Convention happening at the 
Canberra Girls’ Grammar School from 26 to 29 January ?  Watch Bishop       
Stuart’s ‘Stutube’ promo video and download a flyer and sign-up form by going to 
our website www.stjohnscanberra.org and clicking on the link on our home page.   

Volunteers are also needed to assist with the running of the convention.  If you 
are able to assist for some or all of the time, please contact Alan Wilson, a St 
John’s parishioner, on alan.wilson6@bigpond.com or 6282 3213. 
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PARISH FAIR UPDATE 
We plan to have our parish fair on the 2nd Saturday of October each year—
which is Saturday, 13 October this year!  To begin planning, stall convenors 
from our last fair and other interested parishioners are invited to a meeting on 
Saturday, 11 February  at 10 am in the Robertson Room. 



ST JOHN’S CARE 
 
I ended last year on a high note.  
 
Personally, I had a granddaughter born mid December – naturally she is the most 
beautiful person that has ever been born – not that I am an over the top Granny. 
 
St John’s Care is a small organisation that does really big things.  We don’t have 
a Public Relations section like some organisations, but we are a Canberra 
organisation, that is Parish based, that looks after Canberrans who are having a 
hard time.    We do it with love and the incredible support from you. 
 
Two really good stories, which is what keeps me going and I hope makes you 
supporters for 2012: 
 
A few weeks ago I helped a Mum with the money for her son to attend the 
Year 10 Formal and also a chit for her to get him some clothes from the Bargain 
Hunter. 
 
Today she brought in a Graduation photo, with the lad dressed in his new suit.  
He looked wonderful, and as his Mum said “He scrubbed up really well.”  On the 
night the lad was also presented with a Scholarship for the next couple of years.  
He starts a part-time job tomorrow, so all is looking good for the family. 
 
The second:  A young Mum phoned, her friend had recommended she ring SJC.   
She is a sole parent, the children were on her card, but she now has a job.  She 
let Centrelink know that she had a job, so her payments were immediately 
stopped.  The only problem was that she doesn’t get paid for four weeks – so for 
two weeks she will have no income.   
 
She is a battler so it was great to be able to help her with food etc.  She has two 
little girls, a five year old who has cerebral palsy and a two year old.   Beside the 
food we were able to give the girls very pretty party dresses. Mum was in 
raptures. 
 
It doesn’t get much better than this.  My wish list for this week: Packets of 
spaghetti, pasta sauce, and tinned meat dishes. 
 
Many thanks 
 
Sue 



Personal information in this newsletter 
 is provided for parish use only 

6248 8399  
 www.stjohnscanberra.org 

45 Constitution Avenue, Reid 
GPO Box 219 Canberra ACT 2601  

Weekday worship 
at St John’s Church  

3—27 January 
(No services on Public Holidays) 

 
Monday          No Service 
Tuesday         8.30 am Morning Prayer 
Wednesday:   8.30 am Morning Prayer 
         10.00 am Eucharist (BCP) 
Thursday:       8.30 am Eucharist 
Friday:  8.30 am Morning Prayer 

SERVICES NEXT SUNDAY 
 

SUNDAY 15 JANUARY 2012 
Second Sunday After Epiphany 

 
1 Samuel 3.1-20;  

Psalm 139 1-5, 12-18 
1 Corinthians 6.12-20 

John 1.43-51 

Preachers  
Morning services:   

The Rev’d Paul Black 

Services  

7.00 am Eucharist (BCP) 
8.00 am  Sung Eucharist 

9.30 am  Church Family Eucharist 
 11.15 am  Sung Eucharist (BCP) 

 

ST PETER’S CHURCH, SUTTON 
9.00 am  Eucharist 

 
 

 
PARISH REGISTER  

 
Rector      
The Rev’d Paul Black         0416 159 814 
                                       rector@stjohnscanberra.org 
Associate Priest 
The Rev’d Margaret Campbell             0417 423 472 
                   margaret.campbell@stjohnscanberra.org 
Children and Youth Worker  
Michael Richards                                  0432 649 650
       michael.richards@stjohnscanberra.org 
 
Honorary Priests in the Parish 
The Rev’d Ken Batterham; The Rev’d Vicky Cullen;  
The Rev’d David Hill; Canon Geoff Sibly. 
 
Parish Office   6248 8399   
   Office Hours:  Mon-Fri  9 am—3 pm 
Parish Administrator  Philip Allnutt 
                                      admin@stjohnscanberra.org 
Sacristan 
   Margaret Rodgers                              6231 2169 (H) 
Director of Music & St John’s Choristers 
   Sheila Thompson                    6281 3433 (H) 
 
Wardens 
   John Lawson        6230 2101 (H) 
   Colin Lendon         0431 198 260 
   Peter Thwaites    6278 4117 
 
PARISH COUNCIL 
   Chair: Peter Veness     0419 626 877 
   Secretary: Allan Overton  0428 486 462 
 
ST PETER’S CHURCH, SUTTON 
   Rector’s Warden 
      Peter Cartwright                  6230 3202(H) 
   People’s Warden 
      Alan Rope    6238 3224 
ST ANDREW’S CHURCH, WAMBOIN  
   Rector’s Warden 
      Robyn Robertson                        6238 3202 (H) 
   People’s Warden 
      Bronwyn Elliott             6238 3359 (H) 
 
ST JOHN’S CARE 
   Director:  Sue Jordan                       6248 7771  
                             stjohnscare@velocitynet.com.au 
SCHOOLHOUSE MUSEUM 
   President: Diana Body   6295 8732  (H) 
                           schoolhouse@stjohnscanberra.org 
FRIENDS OF ST JOHN’S 
   Chairman: Canon Geoffrey Sibly  6249 1170 (H) 

CHOIR PRACTICE 

St John’s Choir: Thursday 6 pm 

St John’s Choristers: Thursday 8pm 


