
����

���������	����
�����
�����
	
������
���������	����
�����
�����
	
������
���������	����
�����
�����
	
������
���������	����
�����
�����
	
������
� �����	
���������	�
��
�

��	�
������	
���������	�
��
�

��	�
������	
���������	�
��
�

��	�
������	
���������	�
��
�

��	�
����� ���

	��
�
	�������
�����
�
�
	�����������
	����
�
	��
�
	�������
�����
�
�
	�����������
	����
�
	��
�
	�������
�����
�
�
	�����������
	����
�
	��
�
	�������
�����
�
�
	�����������
	����
�� ���

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Our parish BBQ last weekend at Lawson's Estate Vineyard was enjoyed by all. 
Thank you John and Jennifer for your wonderful hospitality.  It was great 

fun!    
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Nicholas, the “patron saint” of Christmas 

 
 
 
For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you 
might become rich.  2 Corinthians 8:9 

 

On Tuesday in the Church’s calendar we remembered St Nicholas, who 
was the bishop of Myra, in southwest Turkey, in the fourth century.  He 
is remembered for his love and care for children, how he fed the hungry 
and cared for the poor and vulnerable.  Various stories of his kindness 
to children attached themselves to his legend, which includes saving 
young girls from prostitution by providing dowries.   

Most persistent—though historically unproven—is the story of his giving 
gifts to the poor children of the town to mark the birthday of Jesus.  The 
principle Nicholas followed in all of this was simple: 

We can’t give presents to the infant Jesus, because  he is now our 
risen Saviour in heaven, but we can follow the Lord ’s advice that 
what we give to ‘the least of these my brothers and  sisters’ we 
give to him (Matthew 25:40).  What better way to ma rk Jesus’  
birthday? 

This provides, of course, the rationale for the practice of giving presents 
to others at Christmas—a rationale far removed from the modern   
practice of giving expensive gifts to people who already have more than 
enough! 

Perhaps the ideal Christmas gift, following the example of Nicholas, 
would be to make a donation to families, children and people in need.  
It seems a very appropriate preparation for Christmas to celebrate the 
life of a man who long ago shaped his priorities to those of Jesus, who 
“emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human     
likeness” (Philippians 2:7). 

Source material:  “Seasons of the Son, Journey Through the Christian 
Year,” David Winter  
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PREACHERS at ST JOHN’S 
Morning Services 7am, 8am, 9:30am: The Rev’d Paul Black 

11.15 am: The Rev’d John Bunyan 
Evening Service: The Rev’d Ken Batterham 

Celebrants / Officiants 
       

 7.00 am     EUCHARIST (BCP)     The Rev’d Paul Black 
 8.00 am  SUNG EUCHARIST    The Rev’d Margaret Campbell 
 9.30 am  CHURCH FAMILY EUCHARIST  The Rev’d Paul Black 
     11.15 am  CHORAL MATTINS (BCP)     The Rev’d Susan Bridge 
 2.30 pm  BAPTISMS    The Rev’d Margaret Campbell 
 6.00 pm  EUCHARIST           The Rev’d Ken Batterham 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

Morning scripture readings 

Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126 

1 Thessalonians 5.12-28; John 1.6-8, 19-28 

���������������	
��
O God most high and most near, you send glad tidings to the lowly, and 
those who dwell in darkness you call into the light.  Form us into a humble 
people, that, at the advent of your Son, we may recognise him in our midst 
and find joy in his saving presence.  We ask this through him whose coming 
is certain, whose day draws near: your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

ST PETER’S CHURCH, SUTTON 

9 am Morning Prayer 

Preacher and Celebrant: Ms Joan Armitage  
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BAPTISMS 
Today we welcome into God’s family William Rafael Bonnett 
and Mason Eric Bonnett. 

CHURCH FLOWER ROSTER 
We desperately need more parishioners to join our flower roster from January 
2012.  Current members are willing to assist anyone who enjoys flowers to 
join our team.  Please contact Sanya as soon as possible on 6282 7118 or 
sanya.ritchie@gmail.com. 

CHRISTMAS CHURCH FLOWERS 
We shall be decorating St John’s for Christmas on Saturday, 24          
December .  Please bring flowers for the window boxes to the flower  
vestry by 8 am on the day.  No greenery, thank you: it will already be in 
the boxes. 

Anyone who would enjoy placing flowers in the boxes from 9.30 to about 
11 am, followed by tea/coffee and Christmas cake, please phone Sanya 
on 6282 7118 as soon as possible. 
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 THE REV’D JOHN BUNYAN 
The Rev’d Dr John Bunyan will be preacher at the 11.15 am Choral Mattins 
service today.  In addition, in a very simple way, he will launch a small book, 
Morning Prayer Matters.  It and two companion volumes, Celebrating BCP: A 
Map for the Minister and Prayer Book Patterns and Principles, have been  
written to mark the 350th anniversary next year of the 1662 Book of Common 
Prayer.  Each is $12, but today the price will be $10!  Although living at  
Campbelltown, John is a parishioner here and attends as often as possible.�

SHELVING AND GARDENING EQUIPMENT NEEDED 
In January we will be replacing the small garden storage shed at the back of the 
hall with a larger version to hold the equipment our volunteers use to maintain the 
church grounds.  We need additional storage shelving and gardening equipment in 
good condition. Should you have any surplus material, Property and Maintenance 
Committee members would be pleased to call to your homes and, if it is               
appropriate, to accept it  Should you be able to assist please contact Helen Wilson 
(6282 1052, rgwhmw@bigpond.net.au). 

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols  
Next Sunday 18 December 7 pm 

  The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols is based on a service which has 
been held in King's College Chapel, Cambridge since 1918.  The service includes 

carols and nine readings from the Bible.  St John’s has an excellent choir.  The 
service is a good way to prepare for the coming of Christ at Christmas.  We will 

also sing some of our most loved carols.  Invite your family and friends. 

CHRISTMAS HOME COMMUNION 
If you know of any St John’s parishioners who are housebound and   
cannot come to church at Christmas, please let the parish office know.  
We will arrange to take Holy Communion to them. 

CHRISTMAS DAY COMMUNITY LUNCH 
The St John’s Care Christmas Community Lunch, in the Church Hall, is a 
lunch for anyone and everyone.  It is a lunch to make sure that no one 
has to spend Christmas Day alone. If you are alone on Christmas Day, 
please come.  If you know of a neighbour or a friend who may be alone, 
please tell them about the lunch.  For more information, please ring 
St John’s Care on 6248 7771. 



ST JOHN’S CARE 
 
Yesterday a young woman came to SJC for some financial assistance.  She is 
a single Mum with a four year old and works part time.  She finds that most of 
the money she earns goes in Child Minding fees, but wants to keep the job as 
it gives her a little independence.  She is all alone in Canberra, I am not sure 
where her family is, but she is finding it very hard to manage.  Her friend had 
been to us a few weeks earlier, and we had been able to help her friend with 
some Telstra vouchers and food , so her friend had recommended our service 
to her. 
 
All she wanted from us was money – she has so many bills outstanding, the 
phone has been disconnected, she is trying to get her driver’s licence, to make 
life a little easier for the two of them.  Basically, she is in a real pickle.  I think 
that she wanted us, or anyone else for that matter, to wave a magic wand and 
all her debts would go away.  Unfortunately, it is not that easy.  We offered her 
some food and promised that we will have some presents available so she can 
choose something for her daughter for Christmas, but we would not be able to 
help her financially at this stage and strongly recommended that she seeks 
some professional financial counselling. 
 
She was not happy with the response, we had helped her friend so why 
wouldn’t we help her.  The world was against her.  But until she gets some help 
and works out what she can afford and what is really necessary, she is not 
going to survive.  I really hope that she takes the advice.  It was very hard to 
say sorry, and I really feel bad about it, but sometimes that is the only thing you 
can do. 
 
The Christmas Present Room opens this week, so we are now on the 
countdown to Christmas and I know, from the number of phone calls that I am 
receiving every day, that it is going to be a very busy time for St John’s Care.   
The toys that are coming in are wonderful, the toy shop is really starting to look 
good.  Thank you everyone. 
 
My wish list for this week: Healthy snacks for children and tea bags. 
 
Many thanks, Sue 

Committee members would be pleased to call to your homes and, if it is               



Personal information in this newsletter 
 is provided for parish use only 

6248 8399  
 www.stjohnscanberra.org 

45 Constitution Avenue, Reid 
GPO Box 219 Canberra ACT 2601  

Weekday worship 
at St John’s Church  

(No services on Public Holidays) 
 

Monday          8 am Morning Prayer 
Tuesday         8 am Morning Prayer 
Wednesday:   8 am Morning Prayer 
         10 am Eucharist (BCP) 
Thursday:       8 am Eucharist 
Friday:  9.am Morning Prayer 

����
SERVICES NEXT SUNDAY 

 
SUNDAY 18 DECEMBER 2011 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

2 Samuel 7.1-11, 16;                      
Psalm 89.1-4, 19-27 

Luke 1.26-38 
 

Preachers  

Morning services:   

The Rev’d Margaret Campbell 
 

Services  

7.00 am  Eucharist (BCP) 
8.00 am  Sung Eucharist 

9.30 am  Church Family Eucharist 
 11.15 am  Choral Eucharist (BCP) 

2.30 pm Baptisms 
7.00 pm  9 Lessons and Carols 

 
ST ANDREW’S CHURCH, WAMBOIN 

9 am  Eucharist 
The Rev’d Susan Bridge 

 
PARISH REGISTER  

 
Rector      
The Rev’d Paul Black         0416 159 814 
                                       rector@stjohnscanberra.org 
Associate Priest 
The Rev’d Margaret Campbell             0417 423 472 
                   margaret.campbell@stjohnscanberra.org 
Assistant Priest 
The Rev’d Susan Bridge    0414 274 343 
                                        susan.bridge@hotmail.com 
Children and Youth Worker  
Michael Richards                                  0432 649 650
       michael.richards@stjohnscanberra.org 
 
Honorary Priests in the Parish 
The Rev’d Ken Batterham; The Rev’d Vicky Cullen;  
The Rev’d David Hill; Canon Geoff Sibly. 
 
PARISH OFFICE  Ph 6248 8399   
   Office Hours:  Mon-Fri  9 am—3 pm 
Parish Administrator  Philip Allnutt 
                                      admin@stjohnscanberra.org 
Sacristan 
   Margaret Rodgers                              6231 2169 (H) 
Director of Music & St John’s Choristers 
   Sheila Thompson                    6281 3433 (H) 
Wardens 
   John Lawson        6230 2101 (H) 
   Colin Lendon         0431 198 260 
   Peter Thwaites    6278 4117 
PARISH COUNCIL 
   Chair: Peter Veness     0419 626 877 
   Secretary: Allan Overton  0428 486 462 
 
ST PETER’S CHURCH, SUTTON 
   Rector’s Warden 
      Peter Cartwright                  6230 3202(H) 
   People’s Warden 
      Alan Rope    6238 3224 
ST ANDREW’S CHURCH, WAMBOIN  
   Rector’s Warden 
      Robyn Robertson                        6238 3202 (H) 
   People’s Warden 
      Bronwyn Elliott             6238 3359 (H) 
 
ST JOHN’S CARE 
   Director:  Sue Jordan                       6248 7771  
                             stjohnscare@velocitynet.com.au 
SCHOOLHOUSE MUSEUM 
   President: Diana Body   6295 8732  (H) 
                           schoolhouse@stjohnscanberra.org 
FRIENDS OF ST JOHN’S 
   Chairman: Canon Geoffrey Sibly  6249 1170 (H) 

CHOIR PRACTICE 

St John’s Choir:  Thursday at 6.00 pm 
St John’s Choristers: Thursday at         

8.00 pm 


